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LOUISIANA REVISED STATUTES 

Guide to Basic Animal Cruelty Laws 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

§14:102.  Definitions; cruelty to animals 
 
The following words, phrases, and terms as used in R.S. 14:102.1 through R.S. 14.102.4 shall be 
defined and construed as follows: 

(1)  "Cruel" means every act or failure to act whereby unjustifiable physical pain or suffering is caused 
or permitted. 

(2)  "Abandons" means to completely forsake and desert an animal previously under the custody or 
possession of a person without making reasonable arrangements for its proper care, sustenance, and 
shelter. 

(3)  "Proper food" means providing each animal with daily food of sufficient quality and quantity to 
prevent unnecessary or unjustifiable suffering by the animal. 

(4)  "Proper water" means providing each animal with daily water of sufficient quality and quantity to 
prevent unnecessary or unjustifiable suffering by the animal. 

(5)  "Proper shelter" means providing each animal with adequate shelter from the elements as required 
to prevent unnecessary or unjustifiable suffering by the animal. 

(6)  "Proper veterinary care" means providing each animal with veterinary care sufficient to prevent 
unnecessary or unjustifiable physical pain or suffering by the animal. 

(7) "Livestock" means cattle, sheep, swine, goats, horses, mules, burros, asses, other livestock of all 
ages, farm-raised cervidae species, and farm-raised ratite species. 

(8)  "Public livestock exhibition" means any place, establishment, or facility commonly known as a 
"livestock market", "livestock auction market", "sales ring", "stockyard", or the like, operated for 
compensation or profit as a public market for livestock, consisting of pens, or other enclosures, and 
their appurtenances, in which livestock are received, held, sold, or kept for sale or shipment.  "Public 
livestock exhibition" also means any public exhibition or sale of livestock or  a livestock show. 

(9)  "Tampers" means any of the following: 

(a)  The injection, use, or administration of any drug or other internal or external administration of any 
product or material, whether gas, solid, or liquid, to livestock for the purpose of concealing, enhancing, 
transforming, or changing the true conformation, configuration, condition, natural color, or age of the 
livestock or making the livestock appear more sound than they actually are. 

(b)  The use or administration, for cosmetic purposes, of steroids, growth stimulants, or internal artificial 
filling, including paraffin, silicone injection, or any other substance. 

(c)  The use or administration of any drug or feed additive affecting the central nervous system of the 
livestock, unless administered or prescribed by a licensed veterinarian for the treatment of an illness or 
an injury. 
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(d)  The use or administration of diuretics for cosmetic purposes. 

(e)  The surgical manipulation or removal of tissue so as to change, transform, or enhance the true 
conformation, configuration, or natural color of the livestock unless the procedure is considered an 
accepted livestock management practice. 

Amended by Acts 1982, No. 431, §1; Acts 1997, No. 461, §2. 
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§14:102.1.  Cruelty to animals; simple and aggravated 

A.(1)  Any person who intentionally or with criminal negligence commits any of the following shall be 
guilty of simple cruelty to animals: 

(a)  Overdrives, overloads, drives when overloaded, or overworks a living animal. 

(b)  Torments, cruelly beats, or unjustifiably injures any living animal, whether belonging to himself or 
another. 

(c)  Having charge, custody, or possession of any animal, either as owner or otherwise, unjustifiably 
fails to provide it with proper food, proper drink, proper shelter, or proper veterinary care. 

(d)  Abandons any animal. A person shall not be considered to have abandoned an animal if he 
delivers to an animal control center an animal which he found running at large. 

(e)  Impounds or confines or causes to be impounded or confined in a pound or other place, a living 
animal and fails to supply it during such confinement with proper food, proper drink, and proper shelter. 

(f)  Carries, or causes to be carried, a living animal in or upon a vehicle or otherwise, in a cruel or 
inhumane manner. 

(g)  Unjustifiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance to any domestic animal or 
unjustifiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that the same shall be taken or swallowed 
by any domestic animal. 

(h)  Injures any animal belonging to another person. 

(i)  Mistreats any living animal by any act or omission whereby unnecessary or unjustifiable physical 
pain, suffering or death is caused to or permitted upon the animal. 

(j)  Causes or procures to be done by any person any act enumerated in this Subsection. 

(2)(a)  Whoever commits the crime of simple cruelty to animals shall be fined not more than one 
thousand dollars, or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

(b)  Whoever commits a second or subsequent offense of simple cruelty to animals shall be fined not 
less than five thousand dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or 
without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or both.  In addition, the court 
shall issue an order prohibiting the defendant from owning or keeping animals for a period of time 
deemed appropriate by the court. 

(c)  In addition to any other penalty imposed, a person who commits the crime of cruelty to animals 
shall be ordered to perform five eight-hour days of court-approved community service.  The community 
service requirement shall not be suspended. 

(d)  In addition to any other penalty imposed, the court may order a psychological evaluation or anger 
management treatment for a first conviction of the crime of simple cruelty to animals.  For a second or 
subsequent offense of the crime of simple cruelty to an animal, the court shall order a psychological 
evaluation or anger management treatment.  Any costs associated with any evaluation or treatment 
ordered by the court shall be borne by the defendant. 
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(3)  For purposes of this Subsection, if more than one animal is subject to an act of cruel treatment by 
an offender, each act shall constitute a separate offense. 

B.(1)  Any person who intentionally or with criminal negligence tortures, maims, or mutilates any living 
animal, whether belonging to himself or another, shall be guilty of aggravated cruelty to animals. 

(2)  Any person who tampers with livestock at a public livestock exhibition or at a private sale shall also 
be guilty of aggravated cruelty to animals. 

(3)  Any person who causes or procures to be done by any person any act designated in this 
Subsection shall also be guilty of aggravated cruelty to animals. 

(4)  Any person who intentionally or with criminal negligence mistreats any living animal whether 
belonging to himself or another by any act or omission which causes or permits unnecessary or 
unjustifiable physical pain, suffering, or death to the animal shall also be guilty of aggravated cruelty to 
animals. 

(5)  In addition to any other penalty imposed for a violation of this Subsection, the offender shall be 
ordered to undergo a psychological evaluation and subsequently recommended psychological 
treatment and shall be banned by court order from owning or keeping animals for a period of time 
deemed appropriate by the court.  Any costs associated with any evaluation or treatment ordered by 
the court shall be borne by the defendant. 

(6)  Whoever commits the crime of aggravated cruelty to animals shall be fined not less than five 
thousand dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, 
for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or both. 

(7)  For purposes of this Subsection, where more than one animal is tortured, maimed, mutilated, or 
maliciously killed1 or where more than one head of livestock is tampered with, each act comprises a 
separate offense. 

C.  This Section shall not apply to any of the following: 

(1)  The lawful hunting or trapping of wildlife as provided by law. 

(2)  Herding of domestic animals. 

(3)  Accepted veterinary practices. 

(4)  Activities carried on for scientific or medical research governed by accepted standards. 

(5)  Traditional rural Mardi Gras parades, processions, or runs involving chickens. 

(6)  Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the standard transportation and agricultural processing of 
agriculture products as defined in R.S. 3:3602(5) and (6). 

D.  Repealed by Acts 2007, No. 425, §2, eff. August 15, 2008. 

Added by Acts 1982, No. 431, §1.  Acts 1983, 1st Ex.  Sess., No. 6, §1; Acts 1987, No. 336, §1; Acts 
1995, No. 1165, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1246, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 461, §2; Acts 1997, 
No. 1212, §1; Acts 2006, No. 228, §1; Acts 2007, No. 425, §§1 and 2, eff. Aug. 15, 2008; Acts 2009, 
No. 106, §1; Acts 2009, No. 179, §1. 
1As appears in enrolled bill. 
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§14:102.2.  Seizure and disposition of animals cruelly treated 

A.  When a person is charged with cruelty to animals, said person's animal may be seized by the 
arresting officer and held pursuant to this Section. 

B.(1)  The seizing officer shall notify the owner of the seized animal of the provisions of this Section by 
posting written notice at the location where the animal was seized or by leaving it with a person of 
suitable age and discretion residing at that location within twenty-four hours of the seizure. 

(2)  The seizing officer shall photograph the animal within fifteen days after posting of the notice of 
seizure and shall cause an affidavit to be prepared in order to document its condition in accordance 
with R.S. 15:436.2. 

(3)  The seizing officer shall appoint a licensed veterinarian or other suitable custodian to care for any 
such animal.  The custodian shall retain custody of the animal in accordance with this Section. 

(4)  The seized animal shall be held by the custodian provided for in Paragraph (3) for a period of 
fifteen consecutive days, including weekends and holidays, after such notice of seizure is given. 
 Thereafter, if a person who claims an interest in such animal has not posted bond in accordance with 
Subsection C, the animal may be humanely disposed of by sale, adoption, or euthanasia. 

C.(1)  A person claiming an interest in any animal seized pursuant to this Section may prevent the 
disposition of the animal as provided for in Subsection B of this Section by posting a bond with the court 
within fifteen days after receiving notice of such seizure.  Such bond shall prevent the disposition of the 
animal for a period of thirty days commencing on the date of initial seizure. 

(2)(a)  The amount of the bond shall be determined by the department, agency, humane society, and 
the custodian of the animal as authorized by the court and shall be sufficient to secure payment for all 
reasonable costs incurred during the thirty-day period for the boarding and medical treatment of the 
animal after examination by a licensed veterinarian. 

(b)  The court shall order that the bond be given to the custodian of the animal to cover such costs. 

(3)  Such bond shall not prevent the department, agency, humane society, or other custodian of the 
animal from disposing of the animal in accordance with Subsection B of this Section at the end of the 
thirty-day period covered by the bond, unless the person claiming an interest posts an additional bond 
for such reasonable expenses for an additional thirty-day period.  In addition, such bond shall not 
prevent disposition of the animal for humane purposes at any time, in accordance with Subsection E of 
this Section. 

D.  Upon a person's conviction of cruelty to animals, it shall be proper for the court, in its discretion, to 
order the forfeiture and final determination of the custody of any animal found to be cruelly treated in 
accordance with this Section and the forfeiture of the bond posted pursuant to Subsection C as part of 
the sentence.  The court may, in its discretion, order the payment of any reasonable or additional costs 
incurred in the boarding or veterinary treatment of any seized animal prior to its disposition, whether or 
not a bond was posted by the defendant.  In the event of the acquittal or final discharge without 
conviction of the accused, the court shall, on demand, direct the delivery of any animal held in custody 
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to the owner thereof and order the return of any bond posted pursuant to Subsection C, less 
reasonable administrative costs. 

E.  Nothing in this Section shall prevent the euthanasia of any seized animal, at any time, whether or 
not any bond was posted, if a licensed veterinarian determines that the animal is not likely to survive 
and is suffering, as a result of any physical condition.  In such instances, the court, in its discretion, may 
order the return of any bond posted, less reasonable costs, at the time of trial. Added by Acts 1982, No. 
431, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1212, §1; Acts 2010, No. 916, §1. 

§14:102.3. Search warrant; animal cruelty offenses 

If the complaint is made, by affidavit, to any magistrate authorized to issue search warrants in criminal 
cases, that the complainant has reason to believe that an animal has been or is being cruelly treated in 
violation of R.S. 14:102.1, in any building or place, such magistrate, if satisfied that there is reasonable 
cause for such belief, shall issue a search warrant to any law enforcement officer authorized by law to 
make arrests for such offenses, authorizing any such officer to make a search of said building or place, 
and to arrest any person found violating R.S. 14:102.1.  Said warrant may also authorize said officer to 
seize any animal believed to be cruelly treated and to take custody thereof.  This section shall not be 
construed as a limitation on the power of law enforcement officers to seize animals as evidence at the 
time of the arrest.   

Added by Acts 1982, No. 431, §1. 
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§15:436.2.  Photographs of animals cruelly treated; affidavit of condition; notice to 
defendant 

A.  A photograph of an animal alleged to be cruelly treated, otherwise admissible, may be admitted as 
evidence without regard to the availability of the animal itself. 

B.  An affidavit of the condition of the animal  which is alleged to be cruelly treated shall be admissible 
in evidence when all of the following circumstances exist: 

(1)  The affidavit shall be upon personal knowledge and shall state the basis for such knowledge. 

(2)  The affidavit shall be paraphed for identification with the photograph taken pursuant to Subsection 
A. 

C.  An affidavit admitted pursuant to Subsection B shall be deemed prima facie evidence of the 
condition of the animal alleged to be cruelly treated. 

D.  Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the defendant from using photographs as part of his defense, 
nor shall the defendant be prohibited from using the animal as part of his defense, except if there has 
been a prior disposition of the animal as provided by R.S. 14:102.2 or 102.6. 

Acts 1997, No. 1212, §2. 
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§14:102.4.  Confined animals; necessary food and water 

When a living animal is impounded or confined, and continues without necessary food and water for 
more than twenty-four consecutive hours, any law enforcement officer may, as often as is necessary, 
enter any place in which the animal is impounded or confined and supply it with necessary food and 
water so long as it shall remain impounded or confined. 

Added by Acts 1982, No. 431, §1. 
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§14:403.6.  Reporting of neglect or abuse of animals 

A.  Any state or local law enforcement officer, or any employee of government or of a government 
contractor who in his professional capacity routinely investigates alleged abuse or neglect or sexual 
abuse of a child, or abuse or neglect of an adult under the provisions of R.S. 15:1507, who becomes 
aware of evidence of neglect or abuse of an animal shall report such incident to the law enforcement 
authority of the governing authority in which the incident has occurred or the local animal welfare 
authority.  The name and identifying information regarding the reporter of animal maltreatment shall be 
confidential. 

B.  No person required to report under the provisions of Subsection A of this Section shall knowingly 
and willfully obstruct the procedures for receiving and investigating a report of abuse or neglect or shall 
disclose, without authorization, confidential information which was reported. 

C.  No person shall make a report required by this Section knowing that any information therein is false. 

Acts 2001, No. 1136, §1; Acts 2010, No. 861, §6; Acts 2012, No. 811, §4, eff. July 1, 2012. 
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§14.67.30. Theft of animals 

            A. Except as provided in R.S. 3:2654, theft of animals is the misappropriation, killing, or taking 

of any animal which belongs to another, either without consent of the other to the misappropriation or 
taking, or by means of fraudulent conduct, practices, or representations. An intent to deprive the other 
permanently of the animal or an intent to ransom it for the purpose of extorting money or favor is 
essential. 

            B. Whoever commits the crime of theft of animals shall be imprisoned for not more than six 
months or fined not more than five hundred dollars or both. If the offender in such a case has been 
convicted of misdemeanor theft of an animal two or more times previously, upon any subsequent 
conviction he shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than two years or may be 
fined not more than one thousand dollars, or both. 

            C. For the purposes of this Section, "animal" means any nonhuman living creature except for 
livestock as defined in R.S. 14:67.1. 

            Acts 2016, No. 585, §1. 
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§3.2366. Louisiana Animal Shelter Registry 

            A. The legislature finds that the establishment and maintenance of a voluntary animal shelter 

registry will enable the Louisiana Animal Welfare Commission to carry out its duties. 

            B. As used in this Section, the following terms are defined as follows: 

            (1) "Commission" means the Louisiana Animal Welfare Commission. 

            (2) "Public animal shelter" means an animal shelter owned, operated, or designated for the 
purpose of impoundment of animals by any parish, municipality, or other subdivision of the state. 

            C. The commission shall establish and maintain a registry for animal shelters called the 
Louisiana Animal Shelter Registry. 

 D. On or before the first day of February of each calendar year, each parish governing authority 
may submit to the commission a list of all public animal shelters located within the parish's jurisdiction. 
The list shall include: 

            (1) The name, physical address, mailing address, contact number, and email address of the 
public animal shelter. 

            (2) The name, physical address, mailing address, contact number, and email address of the 
operator of the public animal shelter. 

            (3) The name and contact information for the parish or municipal animal control officer. 

            (4) The hours of operation. 

            E. On or before the first day of February of each calendar year, each public animal shelter may 
submit the following to the commission: 

            (1) The Basic Animal Data Matrix, submitted as "transparent" data, to the Shelter Animals Count 
database found at http://www.shelteranimalscount.org. Public animal shelters may submit the matrix 
electronically through this website or fill it out manually and mail it to the commission, which will input 
the data on behalf of the shelter. 

            (2) A brief narrative description, not to exceed two pages of twelve point font, of how the animal 
shelter is ensuring compliance with the provisions of R.S. 3:2461 et seq. and R.S. 3:2471 et seq. 

            Acts 2016, No. 381, §1. 
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§14:102.5.  Dogfighting; training and possession of dogs for fighting 

A.  No person shall intentionally do any of the following: 

(1)  For amusement or gain, cause any dog to fight with another dog, or cause any dogs to injure each 
other. 

(2)  Permit any act in violation of Paragraph (1) to be done on any premises under his charge or control, 
or aid or abet any such act. 

(3)  Promote, stage, advertise, or be employed at a dogfighting exhibition. 

(4)  Sell a ticket of admission or receive money for the admission of any person to any place used, or 
about to be used, for any activity described in Paragraph (2). 

(5)  Own, manage, or operate any facility kept or used for the purpose of dogfighting. 

(6)  Knowingly attend as a spectator at any organized dogfighting event. 

 (7)(a)  Own, possess, keep, or train a dog for purpose of dogfighting. 

(b)  The following activities shall be admissible as evidence of a violation of this Paragraph: 

(i)  Possession of any treadmill wheel, hot walker, cat mill, cat walker, jenni, or other paraphernalia, 
together with evidence that the paraphernalia is being used or intended for use in the unlawful training 
of a dog to fight with another dog, along with the possession of any such dog. 

(ii)  Tying, attaching, or fastening any live animal to a machine or power propelled device, for the 
purpose of causing the animal to be pursued by a dog, together with the possession of a dog. 

(iii)  Possession or ownership of a dog exhibiting injuries or alterations consistent with dogfighting, 
including but not limited to torn or missing ears, scars, lacerations, bite wounds, puncture wounds, 
bruising or other injuries, together with evidence that the dog has been used or is intended for use in 
dogfighting. 

B.  "Dogfighting" means an organized event wherein there is a display of combat between two or more 
dogs in which the fighting, killing, maiming, or injuring of a dog is the significant feature, or main 
purpose, of the event. 

C.  Whoever violates any provision of Subsection A of this Section shall be fined not less than one 
thousand dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars, or be imprisoned with or without hard 
labor for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or both. 

D.  Nothing in this Section shall prohibit any of the following activities: 

(1)  The use of dogs for hunting. 

(2)  The use of dogs for management of livestock by the owner, his employees or agents, or any other 
person having lawful custody of livestock. 

(3)  The training of dogs or the possession or use of equipment in the training of dogs for any purpose 
not prohibited by law. 
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(4)  The possessing or owning of dogs with ears cropped or otherwise surgically altered for cosmetic 
purposes. 

E.  Repealed by Acts 2008, No. 14, §2. 

Added by Acts 1982, No. 432, §1.  Acts 1984, No. 661, §1; Acts 1993, No. 1002, §1; Acts 2001, No. 
547, §1; Acts 2001, No. 734, §1, eff. June 25, 2001; Acts 2008, No. 14, §§1, 2. 
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§14:102.6.  Seizure and destruction or disposition of dogs and equipment used in dogfighting 

A.(1)  Any law enforcement officer making an arrest under R.S. 14:102.5 may lawfully take possession 
of all fighting dogs on the premises where the arrest is made or in the immediate possession or control 
of the person being arrested, whether or not the dogs are actually engaged in a fight at the time, and all 
paraphernalia, implements, equipment, or other property or things used or employed in violation of that 
Section. 

(2)  The legislature finds and declares that fighting dogs used or employed in violation of R.S. 14:102.5 
are dangerous, vicious, and a threat to the health and safety of the public.  Therefore, fighting dogs 
seized in accordance with this Section are declared to be contraband and, notwithstanding R.S. 
14:102.1, the officer, an animal control officer, or a licensed veterinarian may cause them to be 
humanely euthanized as soon as possible by a licensed veterinarian or a qualified technician and shall 
not be civilly or criminally liable for so doing.  Fighting dogs not destroyed immediately shall be 
disposed of in accordance with R.S. 14:102.2. 

B.(1)  The officer, after taking possession of any dogs other than those destroyed or disposed of 
pursuant to Subsection A and of the other paraphernalia, implements, equipment, or other property or 
things, shall file with the district court of the parish within which the alleged violation occurred an 
affidavit stating therein the name of the person charged, a description of the property so taken and the 
time and place of the taking thereof, together with the name of the person who claims to own such 
property, if known, and that the affiant has reason to believe and does believe, stating the ground of 
such belief, that the property so taken was used or employed in such violation. 

(2)  The seizing officer shall dispose of any dogs or other animals seized in the manner provided for in 
R.S. 14:102.2. 

(3)  He shall thereupon deliver the other property so taken to such court which shall, by order in writing, 
place such  paraphernalia, implements, equipment, or other property in the custody of a suitable 
custodian, to be kept by such custodian until the conviction or final discharge of the accused, and shall 
send a copy of such order without delay to the district attorney of the parish.  The custodian so named 
and designated in such order shall immediately thereupon assume the custody of such property and 
shall retain the same, subject to the order of the court before which the accused shall be required to 
appear for trial. 

C.  Any person claiming an interest in a seized animal may post a bond with the court in accordance 
with the provisions of R.S. 14:102.2(C) in order to prevent the disposition of such animal. 

D.  Upon conviction of the person so charged, all dogs so seized shall be adjudged by the court to be 
forfeited and the court shall order a humane disposition of the same in accordance with R.S. 14:102.2. 
 The court may also in its discretion order the forfeiture of the bond posted, as well as payment of any 
reasonable or additional costs incurred in the boarding or veterinary treatment of any seized dog, as 
provided in R.S. 14:102.2.  In the event of the acquittal or final discharge, without conviction, of the 
accused, the court shall, on demand, direct the delivery of the animals and other property so held in 
custody to the owner thereof and order the return of any bond posted pursuant to R.S. 14:102.2(C), 
less reasonable administrative costs. 

Added by Acts 1982, No. 432, §1; Acts 1987, No. 590, §1; Acts 1993, No. 1002, §1; Acts 1997, No. 
1212, §1; Acts 2010, No. 369, §1. 
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§14:102.7.  Search warrant for dogfighting offenses 

If complaint is made, by affidavit, to any magistrate authorized to issue search warrants in criminal 
cases, that the complainant has reason to believe that R.S. 14:102.5 has been violated within the past 
forty-eight hours, is being, or will be violated in any building or place, such magistrate, if satisfied that 
there is reasonable cause for such belief, shall issue a search warrant authorizing any law enforcement 
officer competent by law to make arrests for such offenses to make a search of said building or place, 
and to arrest any person found violating R.S. 14:102.5.  This Section shall not be construed as a 
limitation on the power of law enforcement officers to seize animals or evidence at the time of arrest.   

Added by Acts 1982, No. 432, §1. 

  



16 
 

§14:102.8.  Injuring or killing of a police animal 

A.  Injuring or killing of a police animal is the intentional infliction of great bodily harm, permanent 
disability, or death upon a police animal. 

B.  As used in this Section: 

(1)  "Police animal" means: 

(a)  Any dog which is owned or the service of which is used by any state or local law enforcement 
agency for the principal purpose of aiding in the detection of criminal activity, enforcement of laws, or 
apprehension of offenders. 

(b)  Any dog which is owned or the service of which is used  by any public safety agency and which is 
trained in accordance with the standards of a national or regional search and rescue association to 
respond to instructions from its handler in the search for possibly deceased individuals and in the 
search and rescue of lost or missing individuals and which dog, together with its handler, is prepared to 
render search and rescue services at the request of a public safety agency. 

(c)  Any horse which is used by a state or local law enforcement officer in the course of his official duty. 

(2)  "Public safety agency" means any agency of the state or political subdivision of the state which 
provides or has authority to provide law enforcement, fire protection, emergency medical services, 
emergency preparedness services, or any other type of emergency services. 

C.  It shall be an affirmative defense to a prosecution under this Section when the injuring or killing of a 
police animal is committed with the reasonable belief by one not involved in or being apprehended for 
the commission of any offense or by one taken into custody that: 

(1)  He is in imminent danger of losing his life or receiving great bodily harm and that the injuring or 
killing is necessary to save himself from that danger. 

(2)  Another person not involved in or being apprehended for the commission of any offense is in 
imminent danger of losing his life or receiving great bodily harm and that the injury or killing is 
necessary to save that person from that danger. 

(3)  His animal or other property not involved in the commission of any offense or in the apprehension 
of any person for an offense is in imminent danger of being destroyed or receiving grave injury or 
damage that may result in its destruction. 

D.(1)  Whoever commits the crime of injuring or killing of a police animal  shall be fined not less than 
five thousand dollars nor more than ten thousand dollars, or imprisoned with or without hard labor for 
not less than one year nor more than three years, or both. 

(2)  Upon a second or subsequent conviction, regardless of whether the second or subsequent offense 
occurred before or after the first conviction, the offender shall be fined not less than five thousand 
dollars and not more than ten thousand dollars, or imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less 
than five years nor more than seven years, or both. 

E.  In addition to the foregoing penalties, a person convicted under this Section shall be ordered to 
make full restitution to the public safety agency suffering a financial loss from the injury or killing of a 
police animal.  If a person ordered to make restitution pursuant to this Section is found to be indigent 
and therefore unable to make restitution in full at the time of conviction, the court shall order a periodic 
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payment plan consistent with the person's financial ability. Acts 1984, No. 534, §1; Acts 1986, No. 997, §1, eff. 

July 16, 1986; Acts 1992, No. 921, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 82, §1; Acts 1995, No. 208, §1; Acts 1997, No. 130, §1; 
Acts 2001, No. 213, §1; Acts 2008, No. 158, §1. 
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§14:102.10.  Bear wrestling; penalty 

A.  Any person who intentionally commits any of the following shall be guilty of bear wrestling:  

(1)  Promotes, engages in, or is employed by anyone who conducts a bear wrestling match.   

(2)  Receives money for the admission of another person to a place kept for bear wrestling matches.   

(3)  Sells, purchases, possesses, or trains a bear for a bear wrestling match.   

B.  For the purposes of this Section, a "bear wrestling match" means a match or contest between one 
or more persons and a bear for the purpose of fighting or engaging in a physical altercation.   

C.  Whoever commits the crime of bear wrestling shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or 
imprisoned for not more than six months, or both.   

Acts 1992, No. 740, §1.   
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§14:102.12.  Definitions 

As used in this Section and R.S. 14:102.13 through 102.18, the following definitions shall apply: 

(1)  "Animal control agency" means the parish or local animal control agency.  If the municipality or 
parish does not have an animal control agency, it means whatever entity performs animal control 
functions. 

(2)  "Impounded" means taken into the custody of the animal control agency or provider of animal 
control services to the municipality or parish where the dangerous or vicious dog is found. 

(3)  "Secure enclosure" means a fence or structure suitable to prevent the entry of young children, and 
which is suitable to confine a dangerous dog in conjunction with other measures which may be taken by 
the owner of the dog.  The enclosure shall be designed in order to prevent the animal from escaping. 

(4)  "Serious bodily injury" means bodily injury which involves unconsciousness, extreme physical pain 
or protracted and obvious disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of a bodily 
member, organ, or mental faculty, or a substantial risk of death. 

Acts 2001, No. 823, §1; Acts 2003, No. 563, §1. 
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§14:102.13.  Hearing to determine if dog is dangerous or vicious 

A.  The district attorney, the sheriff, an animal control officer, or other designated representative, in the 
name of and on behalf of the parish and without the payment of any costs, shall be authorized to file a 
petition in the district court having jurisdiction requesting a hearing for the purpose of determining 
whether or not a dog should be declared  dangerous as defined in R.S. 14:102.14(A) or vicious as 
defined in R.S. 14:102.15(A). 

B.  Upon the filing of the petition, the district judge shall immediately issue a rule on the owner of the 
dog to show cause why the dog should not be declared a dangerous or vicious dog.  This rule shall, at 
the time of its issuance, be fixed for hearing not later than five days, including Sundays, half-holidays 
and holidays, from the date of its issuance, and shall be heard by preference over all other matters and 
cases fixed for the same day and shall be heard continuously day after day until submitted for 
adjudication. 

C.  Upon the showing made by the parties on the trial of the rule to show cause, the court shall 
determine whether the dog is a  dangerous dog or a vicious dog and may make other orders authorized 
by this Section. 

D.  In every case where the dog is established to be a dangerous dog, the court shall enter an order 
declaring the dog to be a dangerous dog and shall direct the owner of the dog to comply with conditions 
established for the restraint and confinement of the dog as provided by law. 

E.  In every case where the dog is established to be a vicious dog, the court shall enter an order 
declaring the dog to be a vicious dog and shall direct that the vicious dog be humanely euthanized. 

F.  Any person who fails to restrain and confine a dangerous dog as ordered by the court shall be guilty 
of contempt and shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars. 

G.  The pleading and practice in all cases under this Section shall be in accordance with the Code of 
Civil Procedure and the laws and rules of court governing practice before the district courts of this state. 

H.  The owner of the dog may appeal to the court of competent jurisdiction an order of the district court 
determining the dog to be  dangerous or vicious.  Such appeal shall be perfected within five calendar 
days from the rendition of the order and shall be made returnable to the appropriate appellate court in 
not more than fifteen calendar days from the rendition of the order.  The applicant for the determination 
may appeal to the court of competent jurisdiction for an order reversing the order of the district court. 

I.  No dog shall be declared dangerous or vicious if at the hearing authorized by this Section evidence 
presented is sufficient to establish any of the following: 

(1)  Any injury or damage is sustained by a person who, at the time the injury or damage was 
sustained, was committing a crime upon the property of the owner of the dog. 

(2)  Any injury or damage is sustained by a person who, at the time the injury or damage was 
sustained, was teasing, tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog. 

(3)  Any injury or damage is sustained by a domestic animal which, at the time the injury or damage 
was sustained, was teasing, tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog. 

(4)  If the dog was protecting or defending a person within the immediate vicinity of the dog from an 
unjustified attack or assault. 
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(5)  If the injury or damage to a domestic animal was sustained while the dog was working as a hunting 
dog, herding dog, or predator control dog on the property of, or under the control of, its owner, and the 
damage or injury was to a species or type of domestic animal appropriate to the work of the dog. 

J.  The owner of a dog determined to be a vicious dog may be prohibited by the court from owning, 
possessing, controlling, or having custody of any dog for a period of up to three years, when it is found, 
after proceedings conducted pursuant to this Section, that ownership or possession of a dog by that 
person would create a significant threat to the health, safety, or welfare of the public.   

Acts 2001, No. 823, §1. 
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§14:102.14.  Unlawful ownership of dangerous dog 

A.  For the purposes of this Section "dangerous dog" means: 

(1)  Any dog which when unprovoked, on two separate occasions within the prior thirty-six-month 
period, engages in any behavior that requires a defensive action by any person to prevent bodily injury 
when the person and the dog are off the property of the owner of the dog; or 

(2)  Any dog which, when unprovoked, bites a person causing an injury; or 

(3)  Any dog which, when unprovoked, on two separate occasions within the prior thirty-six-month 
period, has killed, seriously bitten, inflicted injury, or otherwise caused injury to a domestic animal off 
the property of the owner of the dog. 

B.  It is unlawful for any person to own a dangerous dog without properly restraining or confining the 
dog. 

C.  A dangerous dog, while on the owner's property, shall, at all times, be kept indoors, or in a secure 
enclosure.  A dangerous dog may be off the owner's property only if it is restrained by a leash which 
prevents its escape or access to other persons. 

D.  The owner of a dog determined by the court to be dangerous shall post signs around the secure 
enclosure no more than thirty feet apart and at each normal point of ingress and egress.  The signs 
shall bear the words "Beware of Dog", or "Dangerous Dog" in letters at least three and one-half inches 
high and shall be so placed as to be readily visible to any person approaching the secure enclosure. 

E.  If the dog in question dies, or is sold, transferred, or permanently removed from the municipality or 
parish where the owner  resides, the owner of a dangerous dog shall notify the animal control agency of 
the changed condition and new location of the dog in writing within two days. 

F.  Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than three hundred dollars. 

G.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to: 

(1)  Any dog which is owned, or the service of which is employed, by any state or local law enforcement 
agency for the principal purpose of aiding in the detection of criminal activity, enforcement of laws, or 
apprehension of offenders. 

(2)  Any dog trained in accordance with the standards of a national or regional search and rescue 
association to respond to instructions from its handler in the search and rescue of lost or missing 
individuals and which dog, together with its handler, is prepared to render search and rescue services 
at the request of law enforcement. 

Acts 2001, No. 823, §1. 
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§14:102.15.  Unlawful ownership of a vicious dog 

A.  For the purposes of this Section "vicious dog" means any dog which, when unprovoked, in an 
aggressive manner, inflicts serious bodily injury on or kills a human being and was previously 
determined to be a dangerous dog. 

B.  It is unlawful for any person to own a vicious dog. 

C.  Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or 
imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

D.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to: 

(1)  Any dog which is owned, or the service of which is employed, by any state or local law enforcement 
agency for the principal purpose of aiding in the detection of criminal activity, enforcement of laws, or 
apprehension of offenders. 

(2)  Any dog trained in accordance with the standards of a national or regional search and rescue 
association to respond to instructions from its handler in the search and rescue of lost or missing 
individuals and which dog, together with its handler, is prepared to render search and rescue services 
at the request of law enforcement. 

Acts 2001, No. 823, §1. 
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§14:102.16.  Seizure and destruction or disposition of dangerous or vicious dogs 

A.(1)  Any law enforcement officer making an arrest under R.S. 14:102.14 or R.S. 14:102.15 may 
lawfully take possession of all dogs on the premises where the arrest is made or in the immediate 
possession or control of the person being arrested. 

(2)  The legislature finds and declares that dangerous or vicious dogs are a threat to the health and 
safety of the public.  Dogs seized in accordance with this Section are declared to be contraband, and 
the officer may cause them to be impounded pending the hearing held pursuant to R.S. 14:102.13. 

B.  A dog determined to be a vicious dog by the court shall be humanely euthanized by the animal 
control agency, a licensed veterinarian, or a qualified technician. 

C.  A dog determined by the court to be a dangerous dog may be humanely euthanized if it is 
determined that the dog poses an immediate threat to public health and safety. 

D.  The owner of the dog shall be liable to the municipality or parish where the dog is impounded for the 
costs and expenses of keeping the dog if the dog is later adjudicated dangerous or vicious. 

Acts 2001, No. 823, §1. 
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§14:102.17. Registration of dangerous dogs; fees 

A.  All dangerous dogs shall be properly licensed and vaccinated.  The licensing authority shall include 
the dangerous designation in the registration records of the dog, either after the owner of the dog has 
agreed to the designation or the court has determined the designation applies to the dog. 

B.  The municipality or parish may charge a dangerous dog fee in addition to the regular licensing fee to 
provide for the increased costs of maintaining the records of the dog. 

Acts 2001, No. 823, §1. 
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§14:102.18.  Seizure and disposition of dogs which cause death or inflict bodily injury 

A.  Any law enforcement officer or animal control officer may seize any dog which when unprovoked, in 
an aggressive manner, causes the death of or inflicts bodily injury on a human being.  Any dog seized 
pursuant to the provisions of this Section may be impounded pending the outcome of the hearing held 
in accordance with this Section. 

B.  The district attorney, the sheriff, an animal control officer, or other designated representative, in the 
name of and on behalf of the parish, and without the payment of any costs, shall be authorized to file a 
petition in the district court having jurisdiction requesting a hearing for the purpose of determining 
whether or not a dog which, when unprovoked, in an aggressive manner, causes the death of or inflicts 
bodily injury on a human being, shall be euthanized. 

C.  The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the procedure provided in R.S. 14:102.13. 

D.  A dog determined by the court to have, when unprovoked, in an aggressive manner, caused the 
death of or inflicted bodily injury on a human being may be humanely euthanized by the animal control 
agency, a licensed veterinarian, or a qualified technician. 

E.  The owner of the dog shall be liable to the municipality or parish where the dog is impounded for the 
costs and expenses of keeping the dog if the dog is later adjudicated to have, when unprovoked, in an 
aggressive manner, caused the death or inflicted bodily injury on a human being. 

Acts 2003, No. 563, §1. 
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§102.22. Harboring or concealing an animal which has bitten or inflicted serious bodily injury on 
a human 

            A. Harboring or concealing an animal which has bitten or inflicted serious bodily injury on a 
human is committed when a person knows or has reason to know that an animal has bitten or inflicted 
serious bodily injury on a human and the person intentionally harbors or conceals the animal from any 
law enforcement or animal control agency investigator or agent. 

            B. For the purposes of this Section: 

  (1) "Animal control agency" means the parish or local animal control agency. If the municipality 
or parish does not have an animal control agency, it means the entity designated to perform animal 
control functions. 

            (2) "Serious bodily injury" means bodily injury which involves unconsciousness, extreme 
physical pain or protracted and obvious disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function 
of a bodily member, organ, or mental faculty, or a substantial risk of death. 

            C. Whoever commits the crime of harboring or concealing an animal which has bitten or inflicted 
serious bodily injury on a human shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned with 
or without hard labor, for not more than two years, or both. 

            D.(1) Any health care provider, as provided in R.S. 40:1231.1, who examines or treats any 
person who has been bitten by an animal or upon whom an animal has inflicted serious bodily injury 
shall report such bite or injury to the law enforcement or animal control agency for the location where 
the bite or injury occurred. Such report shall be made immediately, if possible, and in any event shall be 
made within twenty-four hours. 

            (2) The report shall include as much of the following information as is available: 

            (a) The patient's name, date of birth, sex, and current home and work addresses. 

            (b) The nature of the bite or injury that is the subject of the report. 

            (c) Any information about the location of the biting animal and the name and address of any 
known owner. 

            (d) The name and address of the health care provider. 

            Acts 2006, No. 788, §1. 
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§14:102.19.  Hog and canine fighting prohibited; penalties 

A.  It shall be unlawful for any person to organize or conduct any commercial or private event, wherein 
there is a display of combat or fighting among one or more domestic or feral canines and feral or 
domestic hogs and in which it is intended or reasonably foreseeable that the canines or hogs would be 
injured, maimed, mutilated, or killed. 

B.  It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally do any of the following for the purpose of 
organizing, conducting, or financially or materially supporting any event as provided in Subsection A of 
this Section: 

(1)  Finance, commercially advertise, sell admission tickets, or employ persons. 

(2)  Own, manage, or operate any facility or property. 

(3)  Supply, breed, train, or keep canines or hogs. 

(4)  Knowingly purchase tickets of admission. 

C.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any competitive event in which canines, which are 
trained for hunting or herding activities, are released in an open area or an enclosed area to locate and 
corner hogs, and in which competitive points are deducted if a hog is caught and held, unless by such 
actions it is reasonably foreseeable that the canines or hogs would be injured, maimed, mutilated, or 
killed. 

D.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to the lawful hunting of hogs with canines or the use of 
canines for the management, farming, or herding of hogs which are livestock or the private training of 
canines for the purposes enumerated in this Subsection provided that such training is conducted in the 
field and is not in violation of the provisions of Subsection A of this Section. 

E.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to "Uncle Earl's Hog Dog Trials", as defined in R.S. 
49:170.10. 

F.  Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars, or 
imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

G.  For the purposes of this Section: 

(1)  "Hog" shall include a pig, swine, or boar. 

(2)  "Person" means an individual, corporation, partnership, trust, firm, association or other legal entity. 

Acts 2004, No. 111, §1. 
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§14:102.20.  Sport killing of zoo or circus animals prohibited 

A.  No person shall kill for sport an animal that is presently or was formerly a part of a zoo or circus. 

B.  No zoo or circus shall provide, sell, or donate any animal for use in any business or activity wherein 
the animal may be intentionally killed for sport. 

C.  No person shall knowingly transfer or conspire to transfer any animal from a zoo or circus to any 
business, person, or activity wherein the animal may be intentionally killed for sport. 

D.  No business or person wherein an animal may be intentionally killed for sport shall purchase, accept 
as a donation, or receive any animal that was formerly a part of a zoo or circus. 

E.  Whoever violates the provisions of this Section or rules and regulations promulgated pursuant 
thereto shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or 
both. 

Acts 2004, No. 891, §1. 
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§14:102.23.  Cockfighting 

A.  It shall be unlawful for any person to: 

(1)  Organize or conduct any commercial or private cockfight wherein there is a display of combat or 
fighting among one or more domestic or feral chickens and in which it is intended or reasonably 
foreseeable that the chickens would be injured, maimed, mutilated, or killed; or 

(2)  Possess, train, purchase, or sell any chicken with the intent that the chicken shall be engaged in an 
unlawful commercial or private cockfight as prohibited in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection. 

B.  As used in this Section, the following words and phrases have the following meanings ascribed to 
them: 

(1)  "Chicken" means any game fowl or rooster whether domestic or feral normally used in a cockfight. 

(2)  "Cockfight" means a contest wherein chickens are set against one another with the intention that 
they engage in combat. 

C.  Possessing, manufacturing, buying, selling, or trading of paraphernalia such as spurs, gaffs, knives, 
leather training spur covers, and other items or substances normally used in cockfighting with the intent 
that they shall be used in a cockfight together with evidence that the paraphernalia is being used or 
intended for use in the unlawful training of a chicken to fight with another chicken, shall be admissible 
as evidence of a violation of this Section.  Whoever violates the provisions of this Subsection, upon 
conviction shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars, or imprisoned for not more than six 
months, or both.  However, the provisions of this Section shall not be construed to prohibit the 
possessing, buying, selling, or trading of any spurs, gaffs, knives, leather training spur covers, or any 
other items normally used in cockfighting which are at least five years old and have historical value. 

D.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section, on conviction of a first offense, shall be fined not 
less than seven hundred fifty dollars, nor more than two thousand dollars, or imprisoned, with or without 
hard labor, for not less than six months nor more than one year, or both. In addition to any other penalty 
imposed, on a conviction of a first offense, the offender shall be ordered to perform fifteen eight-hour 
days of court-approved community service. The community service requirement shall not be 
suspended. 

D.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section, on conviction of a first offense, shall be fined not 
less than seven hundred fifty dollars, nor more than two thousand dollars, or imprisoned, with or without 
hard labor, for not less than six months nor more than one year, or both. In addition to any other penalty 
imposed, on a conviction of a first offense, the offender shall be ordered to perform fifteen eight-hour 
days of court-approved community service. The community service requirement shall not be 
suspended. 

(2)  On a conviction of a second offense, the offender shall be fined not less than one thousand dollars, 
nor more than two thousand dollars, and shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less 
than one year nor more than three years. At least six months of the sentence imposed shall be served 
without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

E.  For the purposes of this Section, when more than one chicken is subject to an act that would 
constitute cockfighting, each chicken involved shall constitute a separate offense. 
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F.  The provisions of this Section shall not be construed to prohibit the raising of any chicken, rooster, 
or gamefowl for the purposes of personal enjoyment, exhibition, or agricultural pursuits as long as the 
purpose of such pursuits are legal.  Acts 2007, No. 425, §1, eff. Aug. 15, 2008; Acts 2014, No. 395, §1. 

 

§14:102.24.  Participation in cockfighting 

A.  It shall be unlawful for any person to attend a cockfight, or to bet on a cockfight, or to pay admission 
at any location to view or bet on a cockfight. 

B.  As used in this Section, the following words and phrases have the following meaning ascribed to 
them: 

(1)  "Chicken" means any bird which is of the species Gallus gallus, whether domestic or feral. 

(2)  "Cockfight" means a contest wherein chickens are set against one another with the intention that 
they engage in combat. 

C.  Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars, or 
imprisoned for not more than six months, or both.  Acts 2010, No. 114, §1. 

§14:90.6.  Gambling or wagering at cockfights 

A.  Gambling or wagering at a cockfight is the aiding or abetting or participation in any game, contest, 
lottery, or contrivance, in any location or place where a cockfight is being conducted and whereby a 
person risks the loss of anything of value in order to realize a profit. 

B.  Whoever commits the crime of gambling or wagering at a cockfight shall be fined not more than five 
hundred dollars, or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both.  Upon a second and subsequent 
violation of this Section, the penalty shall be a fine of one thousand dollars, or imprisonment for not 
more than one year, or both. 

C.  Whoever conducts, finances, manages, supervises, directs, leases, or owns all or part of a business 
or the premises when such person has knowledge that gambling or wagering at a cockfight occurs shall 
be fined not more than twenty thousand dollars, or imprisoned with or without hard labor, for not more 
than five years, or both.  Acts 2007, No. 223, §1. 
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§14:102.26.  Unlawful restraint of a dog; definitions; penalties 

A.  As used in this Section: 

(1)  "Collar" means any collar constructed of nylon, leather, or similar material, specifically designed to 
be used for a dog. 

(2)  "Owner" means a person who owns or has custody or control of a dog. 

(3)  "Properly fitted" means, with respect to a collar, a collar that measures the circumference of a dog's 
neck plus at least one inch. 

(4)  "Restraint" means a chain, rope, tether, leash, cable, or other device that attaches a dog to a 
stationary object or trolley system. 

B.  It shall be unlawful to tie, tether, or restrain any animal in a manner that is inhumane, cruel, or 
detrimental to its welfare. 

C.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any of the following: 

(1)  Accepted veterinary practices. 

(2)  Activities carried on for scientific or medical research governed by accepted standards. 

(3)  A dog restrained to a running line, pulley, or trolley system and is not restrained to the running line, 
pulley, or trolley system by means of a pinch-type, prong-type, choke-type, or improperly fitted collar. 

(4)  A dog restrained in compliance with the requirements of a camping or recreational area as defined 
by a federal, state, or local authority or jurisdiction. 

(5)  A dog restrained while the owner is engaged in, or actively training for, an activity that is conducted 
pursuant to a valid license issued by this state if the activity for which the license is issued is associated 
with the use or presence of a dog. 

(6)  A dog restrained while the owner is engaged in conduct directly related to the business of 
shepherding or herding cattle or livestock. 

(7)  A dog restrained while the owner is engaged in conduct directly related to the business of 
cultivating agricultural products if the restraint is reasonably necessary for the safety of the dog. 

(8)  A dog being restrained and walked with a hand-held leash regardless of the type of collar being 
used. 

D.  Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than three hundred dollars. 

Acts 2010, No. 977, §1. 
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§14:102.27.  Unlawful sale of a live dog or cat at certain locations 

A.  It shall be unlawful for any person to offer for sale or sell any dog or cat on any highway, right-of-
way, flea market, public park, public playground, public swimming pool, any other public recreational 
area, or adjacent property to such locations regardless of whether or not access to those locations is 
authorized, or on any commercial or retail parking lot unless permission is granted by the owner of the 
parking lot. 

B.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to: 

(1)  Bona fide humane societies, animal welfare groups, animal control agencies, or nonprofit 
organizations sponsoring animal adoption events. 

(2)  The offering of dogs or cats for sale at a private residence. 

(3)  The offering of dogs or cats for sale by a paid entrant to a competitive cat show or dog show, 
provided that the sale occurs on the premises and within the confines of the show. 

(4)  Any retail pet store or licensed breeder. 

(5)  Any raffle or drawing for a dog or cat which is a fundraising event for a waterfowl, wetland, or 
natural resources conservation organization. 

C.(1)  Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than two hundred fifty 
dollars for a first offense. 

(2)  Whoever violates the provisions of this Section for a second or subsequent offense shall be fined 
not more than one thousand dollars per violation. 

D.  For the purposes of this Section: 

(1)  "Highway" means the entire width between the boundary lines of every way or place of whatever 
nature publicly maintained and open to the use of the public for the purpose of vehicular travel, 
including bridges, causeways, tunnels, and ferries; synonymous with the word "street". 

(2)  "Right-of-way" means the privilege of the immediate use of the highway. 

Acts 2012, No. 700, §1. 
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§14:107.1.  Ritualistic acts 

A.(1)  The legislature hereby finds that this enactment is necessary for the immediate preservation of 
the public peace, health, morals, safety, and welfare and for the support of state government and its 
existing public institutions. 

(2)  The legislature further recognizes that: 

(a)  The preamble to the Constitution of Louisiana affirmatively states "We, the people of Louisiana, 
grateful to Almighty God for the civil, political, economic, and religious liberties we enjoy, and desiring to 
protect individual rights to life, liberty, and property; afford opportunity for the fullest development of the 
individual; assure equality of rights; promote the health, safety, education, and welfare of the people; 
maintain a representative and orderly government; ensure domestic tranquility; provide for the common 
defense; and secure the blessings of freedom and justice to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and 
establish this constitution." 

(b)  The state, under its police power, may enact laws in order to promote public peace, health, morals, 
and safety. 

B.(1)  For purposes of this Subsection, "ritualistic acts" means those acts undertaken as part of a 
ceremony, rite, initiation, observance, performance, or practice that result in or are intended to result in: 

(a)  The mutilation, dismemberment, torture, abuse, or sacrifice of animals. 

(b)  The ingestion of human or animal blood or human or animal waste. 

(2)  The acts defined in this Subsection are hereby determined to be destructive of the peace, health, 
morals, and safety of the citizens of this state and are hereby prohibited. 

(3)  Any person committing, attempting to commit, or conspiring with another to commit a ritualistic act 
may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than five years or fined not more than five thousand 
dollars, or both. 

C.(1)  No person shall commit ritualistic mutilation, dismemberment, or torture of a human as part of a 
ceremony, rite, initiation, observance, performance, or practice. 

(2)  No person shall commit ritualistic sexual abuse of children or of adults with physical or mental 
disabilities as part of a ceremony, rite, initiation, observance, performance, or practice. 

(3)  No person shall commit ritualistic psychological abuse of children or of adults with physical or 
mental disabilities as part of a ceremony, rite, initiation, observance, performance, or practice. 

(4)  Any person who commits, attempts to commit, or conspires with another to commit a violation of 
this Subsection shall be sentenced to imprisonment for not less than five nor more than twenty-five 
years and may be fined not more than twenty-five thousand dollars. 

D.  Each violation that occurs under the provisions of this Section shall be considered a separate 
violation. 

E.  The provisions of this Section shall not be construed to apply to generally accepted agricultural or 
horticultural practices and specifically the branding or identification of livestock. 
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F.  The provisions of this Section shall not be construed to apply to any state or federally approved, 
licensed, or funded research project.  Acts 1989, No. 637, §1; Acts 2014, No. 811, §6, eff. June 23, 2014. 

§3:2363.  Sale of dyed chicks, ducklings, goslings, or rabbits; requirements for 
maintenance; penalties 

A.  No person shall sell or offer for sale any dyed chick, duckling, gosling, or rabbit. 

B.  Stores, shops, vendors, and others offering chicks, ducklings, goslings, or rabbits for sale, or 
displaying chicks, ducklings, goslings, or rabbits to the public, shall provide and operate brooders or 
other devices that may be necessary to maintain the chicks, ducklings, or goslings in good health, and 
shall make adequate food and water available to such birds or rabbits at all times. 

C.  Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars, or 
imprisoned for not more than thirty days, or both.  Each day on which a violation occurs shall constitute 
a separate offense. 

Acts 1985, No. 760, §1. 

§4:249.  Dog racing prohibited 

The business of conducting dog races is prohibited in this state. 

Acts 1962, No. 298, §1. 
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PET OVERPOPULATION CONTROL 

§3:2471.  Definitions - As used in this Part the following words shall have the following meanings 

ascribed to them: 
 
(1)  "Adopter" means a person who is legally competent to enter into a contract and who is adopting or 
buying a dog or cat from a releasing agency. 
(2)  "Adult animal" means any dog or cat that has reached the age of one hundred eighty days or six 
months or more. 
(3)  "Releasing agency" means an animal pound, shelter, humane organization, or animal control 
agency, whether public or private.  The term does not include an individual who  
occasionally renders humane assistance or shelter in the individual's home to a dog or cat. 
(4)  "Sterilization" means the surgical removal of the reproductive organs of a dog or cat in order to 
render the animal unable to reproduce. 
Acts 1990, No. 567, §1, eff. July 19, 1990. 
 

§3:2472.  Sterilization required -  

A.  Provisions shall be made for the sterilization of all dogs and cats sold or released for adoption or 
purchased from any public or private animal shelter or animal control agency operated by a humane 
society or by a parish, city, or other political subdivision by either: 
(1)  Providing sterilization by a Louisiana licensed veterinarian before relinquishing custody of the 
animal. 
(2)  Entering into a written agreement with the adopter or purchaser guaranteeing that sterilization will 
be performed by a Louisiana licensed veterinarian in compliance with a sterilization agreement that 
shall contain the following information: 
(a)  The date of the agreement. 
(b)  The name, address, and signature of the releasing agency and the adopter. 
(c)  A description of the animal to be adopted. 
(d)  A sterilization completion date which shall be either: 
(i)  The thirtieth day after the date of adoption in the case of an adult animal. 
(ii)  The thirtieth day after a specified date estimated to be the date an adopted infant female or male 
puppy or kitten becomes six months of age. 
(iii)  If the releasing agency has a written policy recommending sterilization of certain infant animals at 
an earlier date, the thirtieth day after the date contained in the written policy. 
(e)  A statement, printed in conspicuous bold print, that sterilization of the animal is required under R.S. 
3:2472. 
B.  Except as provided by this Subsection, an adopter that signs an agreement under R.S. 3:2472(A)(2) 
shall have the adopted animal sterilized on or before the sterilization date stated in the agreement.  If 
the sterilization completion date stated in the agreement falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, 
the deadline shall be extended to the first day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday.  The 
releasing agency may extend the deadline for thirty days on the presentation of a letter or telephone 
report from a Louisiana licensed veterinarian stating that the life or health of the adopted animal may be 
jeopardized by sterilization.  There shall be no limit to the number of extensions that may be granted for 
this reason. 
Acts 1990, No. 567, §1, eff. July 19, 1990. 
 

§3:2473.  Adoption standards -  
 
A.  Each releasing agency shall agree to give title, possession, and control of the animal as long as the 
adopter complies with the terms and conditions of the agreement as set forth in R.S. 3:2472. 
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B.  Failure by either party to comply with any provision of the adoption agreement as set forth in R.S. 
3:2472 may give rise to a cause of action in a court of competent jurisdiction. 
Acts 1990, No. 567, §1, eff. July 19, 1990. 
 

 
§3:2474.  Confirmation of sterilization -  
 
The releasing agency shall consider the animal sterilized upon receipt of written confirmation signed by 
the Louisiana licensed veterinarian who performed the sterilization. 
Acts 1990, No. 567, §1, eff. July 19, 1990. 

 
§3:2475.  Exceptions -  
 
A.  The sterilization requirements of this Part do not apply to a dog or cat that is claimed from a 
releasing agency by a person who already owns the animal. 
B.  This Part does not apply to a releasing agency located in a municipality that has in effect an 
ordinance providing standards for dog and cat sterilization that exceed the requirements of this Part. 
C.  The provisions of this Part shall not apply to animals sold or released from any humane society, 
public or private shelter, or animal control agency to the United States armed forces, police or other law 
enforcement agencies, licensed veterinary facilities, or to licensed medical facilities. 
D.  Repealed by Acts 2011, No. 225, §1. 
Acts 1990, No. 567, §1, eff. July 19, 1990; Acts 2011, No. 225, §1. 

§3:2476.  Fees -  

All costs of sterilization pursuant to this Part shall be paid by the prospective adopter or purchaser, 
unless otherwise provided. 
Acts 1990, No. 567, §1, eff. July 19, 1990. 
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PART VIII. RETAIL PET SALES 

§3.2511. Restrictions on the retail sale of dogs and cats 

            A. As used in this Part, the following terms are defined as follows: 

            (1) "Animal care facility" means an animal control center or animal shelter, maintained by or 
under contract with any state, parish, or municipality, whose mission or practice is protecting the 
welfare of animals and the placement of animals in permanent homes or with animal rescue 
organizations. 

 (2) "Animal rescue organization" means any not-for-profit organization which has tax-exempt 
status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, whose mission and practice is the rescue 
of animals and the placement of those animals in permanent homes, and which does not obtain dogs or 
cats from a breeder or broker for payment or compensation. 

            (3) "Breeder" means a person who holds a class A license pursuant to the federal Animal 
Welfare Act, 7 U.S.C. 2131 et seq., that has not been suspended in the last five years. 

            (4) "Cat" means a member of the Felis catus family. 

            (5) "Dog" means a member of the Canis familiaris family, or hybrid thereof. 

            (6) "Offer for sale" means to sell, offer for sale or adoption, barter, auction, give away, or 
otherwise dispose of a dog or cat. 

            (7) "Retail pet store" means a retail establishment where dogs or cats are sold, exchanged, 
bartered, or offered for sale as pet animals to the general public at retail. Such definition shall not 
include an animal care facility or animal rescue organization. 

            (8) "USDA" means the United States Department of Agriculture. 

            B. A retail pet store shall offer for sale only dogs and cats that have been obtained from the 
following sources: 

            (1) A breeder that is in compliance with R.S. 3:2772(H). 

            (2) A breeder that has not received from the USDA, pursuant to the Animal Welfare Act, 7 
U.S.C. 2131 et seq., or regulations adopted thereunder, any of the following: 

            (a) A citation on an inspection report for a direct violation during the three-year period prior to 
the purchase of the dog or cat by the pet store. 

            (b) A citation on an inspection report during the three-year period prior to the purchase of the 
animal by the pet store for three or more indirect violations. 

 (c) A citation on the two most recent inspection reports prior to the purchase of the animal by 
the pet store for no-access violations. 

            (3) An animal care facility. 

            (4) An animal rescue organization. 
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            C. A retail pet store shall not offer for sale a dog or cat that is younger than eight weeks old. 

            D. Each retail pet store offering dogs or cats for sale shall post, in a conspicuous location on the 
cage or enclosure for each dog or cat, a sign containing the name of the breeder, the breeder's USDA 
license number, and, if the breeder is required to be licensed in the state in which the breeder is 
located, the breeder's state license number. 

            E. Every retail pet store offering dogs or cats for sale shall maintain records of the source of 
each dog or cat, including a description of the dog or cat, the name, business address, email address, 
and USDA license number of the breeder for at least two years following the date of acquisition. Such 
records shall be made available, immediately upon request, to any law enforcement officer or animal 
control officer. 

            F. Nothing contained in this Section shall prohibit a municipality or parish from enacting 
ordinances or regulations establishing more stringent restrictions governing the sale of animals at retail 
pet stores. 

            Acts 2016, No. 618, §1, eff. June 17, 2016. 
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§3:2772. Dog, cat, and kennel licenses fee and certificate; records 

 A. Each parish or municipality that levies a license fee on dogs and cats shall issue a metallic 
license tag to each dog or cat owner who applies therefor and pays the dog or cat license fee imposed 
by the issuing parish or municipality. The license tag shall contain a license number, the name of the 
issuing body and the calendar year for which such tag is issued. The tag shall be fastened upon the 
collar worn by the dog or cat owned or kept by such person. A license certificate shall also be issued for 
such license fee showing the name and address of the owner, a description of the dog or cat by sex 
and color, the breed of the dog or cat if known, and the year and number of the license tag. A record of 
all such information shall be kept by the issuing authority which shall be open to the public during 
regular business hours. 

            B. The governing body of each municipality or parish may, by ordinance, fix the sum to be paid 
annually for the dog or cat license fee, which sum shall not be more than ten dollars for each spayed or 
neutered dog or cat and not more than twenty dollars for each unspayed or unneutered dog or cat. 
However, notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary, the governing body of any municipality or 
parish with a population in excess of four hundred seventy-five thousand persons may, by ordinance, 
fix the sum to be paid annually for the dog or cat license fee, which sum shall not be more than ten 
dollars for each spayed or neutered dog or cat and not more than twenty dollars for each unspayed or 
unneutered dog or cat, and any such funds derived from said license fee shall be dedicated solely for 
the capture, control, and housing of stray animals. 

            C. For the purposes of this Section, a dog or cat shall be considered spayed or neutered 
whenever any of the following is applicable: 

            (1) Upon presentation of a certificate issued by any licensed veterinarian stating that the dog or 
cat, if female, was made incapable of producing young by spaying by the veterinarian, or, the dog or 
cat, if male, was made incapable of producing young by sterilization by the veterinarian. 

            (2) Upon examination by a licensed veterinarian any dog or cat, whether male or female, is 
certified by the veterinarian to be incapable of producing young. 

            (3) If the dog or cat has been previously licensed as a spayed or neutered dog or cat. 

            D. Dogs used as guides for blind persons and commonly known as "seeing-eye" dogs or dogs 
used to assist deaf persons and commonly known as "hearing-ear" dogs, may be licensed as other 
dogs herein provided for, except that the owner or keeper of such dog shall not be required to pay any 
fee therefor. 

            E. The owner or keeper of five or more dogs may procure a kennel license and pay a kennel 
license fee in lieu of the individual dog licenses and license fees provided for herein. The governing 
body of each municipality or parish, may by ordinance, fix the sum to be paid annually for the kennel 
license fee, which sum shall be a minimum of: 

            (1) Fifteen dollars if no more than five dogs over the age of six months are harbored on the 
owner's premises at the time of the application. 

            (2) Twenty-five dollars if more than five dogs but no more than ten dogs over the age of six 
months are harbored on the owner's premises at the time of the application. 

            (3) Thirty dollars if more than ten dogs over the age of six months are harbored on the owner's 
premises at the time of the application. 
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            A licensed veterinarian or a veterinary clinic shall be exempt from this provision in the conduct 
of their regular business. 

            F. Upon the issuance of a kennel license, the owner shall be furnished a number of license tags 
equal to the number of dogs harbored on the owner's premises. All of the provisions contained in 
Subsection A of this Section with regard to issuance of license tag, license certificates and the keeping 
of records shall also apply to kennel licenses. 

            G. Any individual or business with five or more dogs and who breeds and sells dogs retail, 
wholesale, or to the public is required to procure a kennel license and pay a kennel license fee in lieu of 
the individual dog licenses and license fees provided for herein. The governing body of each 
municipality or parish may, by ordinance, fix the sum to be paid annually for the kennel license fee, 
which sum shall be dedicated solely for animal impoundment facilities and be a minimum of: 

            (1) Fifteen dollars, if no more than five dogs over the age of six months are harbored on the 
owner's premises at the time of the application. 

            (2) Twenty-five dollars, if more than five dogs but no more than ten dogs over the age of six 
months are harbored on the owner's premises at the time of the application. 

            (3) Thirty dollars, if more than ten dogs over the age of six months are harbored on the owner's 
premises at the time of the application. 

 A licensed veterinarian or a veterinary clinic shall be exempt from this provision in the conduct 
of their regular business. 

            F. Upon the issuance of a kennel license, the owner shall be furnished a number of license tags 
equal to the number of dogs harbored on the owner's premises. All of the provisions contained in 
Subsection A of this Section with regard to issuance of license tag, license certificates and the keeping 
of records shall also apply to kennel licenses. 

            G. Any individual or business with five or more dogs and who breeds and sells dogs retail, 
wholesale, or to the public is required to procure a kennel license and pay a kennel license fee in lieu of 
the individual dog licenses and license fees provided for herein. The governing body of each 
municipality or parish may, by ordinance, fix the sum to be paid annually for the kennel license fee, 
which sum shall be dedicated solely for animal impoundment facilities and be a minimum of: 

            (1) Fifteen dollars, if no more than five dogs over the age of six months are harbored on the 
owner's premises at the time of the application. 

            (2) Twenty-five dollars, if more than five dogs but no more than ten dogs over the age of six 
months are harbored on the owner's premises at the time of the application. 

            (3) Thirty dollars, if more than ten dogs over the age of six months are harbored on the owner's 
premises at the time of the application. 

            H. No individual or business that breeds, buys, or sells dogs retail, wholesale, or to the public 
shall maintain more than seventy-five dogs over the age of one year at any time for breeding purposes. 

            I. At the time of application for an initial or renewal kennel license, an applicant shall provide the 
governing body of the parish or municipality with a statement that is signed and dated and includes 
both of the following: 
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 (1) The applicant's Class A or Class B animal dealer's license number issued by the United 
States Department of Agriculture pursuant to provisions of the federal Animal Welfare Act, 7 U.S.C. 
2131 et seq., or the reason the applicant is not required to hold either license. 

            (2) The applicant's sales tax identification number or the reason the applicant is not required to 
have a sales tax identification number. 

            J. Any person who violates the provisions of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
upon conviction shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than six 
months, or both. 

            Amended by Acts 1982, No. 101, §1, eff. July 11, 1982; Acts 1991, No. 940, §1; Acts 2008, No. 
894, §1; Acts 2010, No. 92, §1; Acts 2015, No. 365, §1. 
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§46:1956  Violation of rights; injury or interference with a service dog; penalties; civil 
action; damages; cost and attorney fees 

 

A.  Any person, firm, or corporation, or the agent, representative, or employee of any person, firm, or 
corporation who withholds, denies, deprives, or attempts to withhold, deny, or deprive; intimidates, 
threatens, coerces, or attempts to threaten, intimidate, or coerce; punishes or attempts to punish a 
person with a disability or a trainer or puppy raiser of a service dog, during the training of such dog, or 
for exercising his right to be admitted to or enjoy the places and facilities provided in this Chapter; or 
otherwise interferes with the rights of a person with a disability under this Chapter shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or 
imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

B.  Any person who purposely or negligently injures a service dog or any owner of a dog who allows 
that dog to injure a service dog because he fails to control or leash the dog shall also be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or 
imprisoned for not more than six months, or both.  Such person shall also be liable for any injuries to 
the service dog and, if necessary, the replacement and compensation for the loss of the service dog. 

C.  For every offense, such person shall pay for actual damages for any economic loss to any person 
aggrieved thereby, to be recovered in any court of competent jurisdiction in the parish where such 
offense was committed or where the aggrieved person resides. 

D.  In an action brought under this Section, the court may award costs and reasonable attorney's fee to 
the prevailing party. 

Acts 1993, No. 482, §1; Acts 2014, No. 492, §1; Acts 2014, No. 811, §24, eff. June 23, 2014. 

NOTE:  Acts 1993, No. 763, §1 amended prior R.S. 46:1952(A), (B), and (C), 1953(D), and 1954 and 
enacted R.S. 46:1953(E).  Acts 1993, No. 482, §1 amended and reenacted the entire Chapter.  The 
Chapter appears as in Act No. 482.  The Louisiana State Law Institute printed the provisions of Act No. 
763 as a note at the head of this Chapter. 



 

 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT   
POLICE DEPARTMENT     
ANIMAL CONTROL DEPARTMENT  

 
 
 
Department Address    __________________________________________  
 
City/Zip    _____________________________________________________  
 
Phone No.  (               )    __________________________ 
 
 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 
 
 
DATE:       TIME:   (am)/(pm) 
 
Law Enforcement/Animal Control Officer:   _______________________________ 
 
Owner of Animal:   _____________________________________________________ 
 
Address Location: ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Louisiana Revised  Statute (L.R.S.)14:102.2(A) specifically authorizes a Law 
Enforcement/ Animal Control Officer to remove and care  for any animals found 
abandoned, neglected, or cruelly  treated or unfit for use. The following animals have 
been seized from your  property in accordance with this code section: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(use reverse side for additional animals) 

 
Pursuant to Section 102.2(B)(4) of the Louisiana Revised  Statutes, any animal(s) taken 
into custody pursuant to L.R.S. 102.1 through 102.6 may be placed for adoption or 
humanely disposed of by sale,  adoption, or euthanasia after fifteen (15) days following 
the date of seizure unless a cash or corporate surety bond is posted with the District  
Attorney’s Office, pursuant to L.R.S. 14:102.2(C)(1) to secure the cost of its care  and 
keeping for thirty (30) days. 
 

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO READ R.S. 14:102.1 – 102.6 
AND TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION. 

 
 

PLEASE CONTACT THIS OFFICE IMMEDIATELY FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION ABOUT THIS NOTICE 





 

 REFERENCE PHONE NUMBERS 
 
Local Animal Control #: ___________________________________________ 
 
Local Police Dept. #:______________________________________________ 
 
Local Sheriff’s Office #: ___________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________ 

 
LOUISIANA STATE POLICE HQ 

(Main #)  225-925-6006 
 

TROOP A (Baton Rouge)    225-754-8500 
TROOP B (Kenner)     504-471-2775 
TROOP C (Gray)      985-857-3680 
TROOP D (Lake Charles)    337-491-2511 
TROOP E (Alexandria)    318-487-5911 
TROOP F (Monroe)     318-345-0000 
TROOP G (Bossier City)    318-741-7411 
TROOP I (Lafayette)     337-262-5880 
TROOP L (Mandeville)    985-893-6250 

___________________________________ 
 

 
Animal Health and Food Safety- Livestock Brand Commission 

 
Livestock Brand Commission personnel investigate all agricultural crime in Louisiana including 

livestock thefts only (cattle, equine, hogs, emus, ostriches, turtles, sheep, and exotics) 
 

To report possible crimes CRIMESTOPPERS  HOTLINE 800-558-9741 
 
 

 
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE REHABILITATORS 
ASSOCIATION/24-Hour Wildlife Hotline 

#888-308-3922 

# 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES #225-765-2800 

LDWF Game Thief Hotline #800-442-2511   24 hrs./day 
# 

LA CRUELTY INVESTIGATIONS TASK FORCE - #985-253-1436 / #318-331-3451 
Email: info@lacruelty.com    Website: http://www.lacruelty.com  

___________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 COALITION OF LOUISIANA ANIMAL ADVOCATES 
P. O. Box 51648/Lafayette, LA/70505 

colaa.org 
colaaorg@gmail.com  

mailto:info@lacruelty.com
http://www.lacruelty.com/
mailto:colaaorg@gmail.com

